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Not to Miss Events

For Additional Information visit www.visitroswellga.com

January August
- Roswell Wedding Showcase - Great Chattahoochee River Paint Out
February September

- Roswell Roots - Black History & Culture - End of Summer Celebration

- Chattahoochee Challenge 10K & Fun Run & Fireworks
March - Roswell Arts Festival

- Great American Cover-Up Quilt Show October

- Expressions of Light - Youth Day Parade

Photography Exhibit - Taste of Roswell

- Roswell Woman'’s Club Showhouse - Halloween Hikes
April - Haunting of the Hall

- Down To Earth Kid’s Fest Novem?er -

- Criterium will sometimes be in April - Genesis Art Exhibit

and sometimes in May. - Tellabration
www.roswellcriterium.com - Christmas in Roswell begins

May December

- Colors Festival of Arts - Christmas in Roswell

- Roswell Remembers Memorial Day More Happenings
June - Alive After 5 Street Party
- Back to the Chattahoochee (April - Oct.)
Race & Festival - Riverside Sounds Concert Series
Jul (May - Oct)
Y - Guided Canoe Trips (May - Sept)

- Butterfly Festival
- Fourth of July Fireworks Extravaganza
- Hospitality Highway Century Ride

- Puppet Show Series (June & July)

J &

Lodging

Best Western Roswell Suites Holiday Inn Express
907 Holcomb Bridge Road Roswell/Alpharetta
770 552-5599 2950 Mansell Road

800-Suite21

Comfort Suites
3000 Mansell Road

770 552-0006
800 315-2621

Intown Suites

770 645-6060 1175 Hembree Road

800 228-5150 770-410-9094

Courtyard by Marriott 800 553-9338

1500 Market Boulevard La Quinta Inn Atlanta/Roswell

770 992-7200
800 321-2211

DoubleTree Roswell/Atlanta
1075 Holcomb Bridge Road
770 992-9600

800 222-Tree

Holiday Inn Atlanta/Roswell

575 0ld Holcomb Bridge Road
770 552-0200
800-531-5900

Ramada Limited Suites
3020 Mansell Road
678-461-7300
800-272-6232

909 Holcomb Bridge Road Studio 6
770-817-1414 9955 0ld Dogwood Road
877-817-1414 770 992-9449

888 897-0202
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www.visitroswellga.com

617 Atlanta Street
Roswell, GA 30075
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Official Destination Marketing Organization for the City of Roswell.

800-776-7935

www.visitroswellga.com



Nature & ()utdoors

Explore Roswell with a hike, stroll, or by canoe, kayak, or raft.
You'll want to keep a pair of binoculars handy for birdwatching and
perhaps a journal to log the flora and fauna you will find along the
way. For maps and information to help you enjoy the “natural side” of
Roswell, please visit the Roswell Visitors Center at 617 Atlanta Street or
contact 770-640-3253; 800-776-7935 or www.visitroswellga.com

Chattahoochee Nature Center

9135 Willeo Road; 770-992-2055 or www.chattnaturecenter.org

An interpretive center for the Chattahoochee River, CNC is the oldest and
largest private, non-profit natural science learning center in the Southeast.
This environmental sanctuary encompasses 27 species of native wildlife and
127 acres of native plants and gardens. The Nature Center grows over 50%
of the rare and endangered plant species found in Georgia in their gardens.
Learn about Georgia’s Living Wetlands, depicting 5 different wetland habitats
threatened throughout the State of Georgia. A Butterfly Garden, Bog Garden
with carnivorous plants, river boardwalk and woodland trails add to the
experience. The Discovery Center is a 10,000 sq. ft. LEED Certified Building
featuring interactive exhibits, a 65 seat, high-definition theatre and a rooftop
garden terrace.

Big Creek Park
160 undeveloped acres provide trails for mountain biking and hiking. Big
Creek Park trails link with the Alpharetta Greenway, for extended hiking &
biking enjoyment.

0ld Mill Park

One of the most beautiful areas in Roswell, this park has an interpretive
walk highlighting the old mill ruins and allows visitors to get close to Vickery
Creek and its dam. The Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area is
linked by the Vickery Creek Covered Pedestrian Bridge. All along wooded
areas, creek beds and river banks you will find trail systems just waiting for
your enjoyment. For a quick stroll or hours of exploration.

Roswell Bicycles-Bicycle Rental Program

Along with being designated an official ~Bicycle Friendly Community~
by the League of American Bicyclist, Roswell is filled with beautiful parks,
venues, trails, riverside paths, and roads just waiting to be experienced from
a bicycle. Whether you are visiting family and friends, a Roswell lodging
facility, or new to the area, experience this beautiful city by utilizing the
bicycle rental program with Roswell Bicycles. Affordable rates, expert advice.
670 Houze Way; 770-642-4057 or www.roswellbicycles.com

Canoe, Kayak, Raft, and Bike Rentals
203 Azalea Drive, Roswell; 770-641-3705; or 770-650-1008.
Spring thru Fall and as weather allows.

Chattahoochee River Walk & Roswell Trail System
770-640-3253; 770-641-3705; 800-776-7935

Miles of trails throughout the city. A 7-mile linear park, encompassing
Azalea Park/Azalea Drive, Don White Park/Riverside Road, and the
beautiful Riverside Park/Riverside Road, provides the opportunity to
enjoy the Chattahoochee River as it winds its way through Roswell. Picnic
areas, playgrounds, boat ramps, fishing and more. Maps and information
available at the Roswell Visitors Center.

Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area

1978 Island Ford Parkway; 678-538-1200; www.nps.gov/chat

A 48-mile stretch of the Chattahoochee River and 14 land units along its
corridor. CRNRA trails are linked to Roswell’s historic district and city trail
system by the Vickery Creek Covered Pedestrian Bridge.

History ﬂ mw

The discovery of gold in north Georgia in 1828 attracted the interest of
Roswell King from Darien, GA. Traveling on horseback, he followed Indian
trails to the Chattahoochee River near what is now Roswell. Here, he
discovered vast forests and the rushing waters of Vickery’s Creek, causing him
to envision a mill, powered by water, and a community close by.

In 1838, Roswell King began work on the first cotton mill, incorporating
it in 1839 as The Roswell Manufacturing Company. King offered home sites
and investment opportunities to his friends and associates from coastal
Georgia. Magnificent homes were built for the founding families, a church
and educational academy for the children. Apartments and cottages were
constructed for the mill workers.

By 1850, Georgia was referred to as “The New England of the South.” Water
would provide power for the mills and empower the economy of Georgia.
The mills of the Roswell Manufacturing Company would become some of
the most successful in Georgia as orders for cloth, tenting, rope, yarn and
flannels poured in.

Affluent members of Roswell’s society lived in stately homes, slave quarters
housed the slaves, and the mill workers lived in company owned housing
and purchased their goods from the company owned general store. They
often worked 11 hour days and were paid in scrip. In many mill villages
throughout the south, mill owners and managers used the rule of thumb

Official Destination Marketing
Organization for the City of Roswell.

Art & Culture

Roswell is home to a thriving arts community. Visit the Historic District
where you will find an array of galleries and opportunities to “meet the
artists”. Throughout the year a variety of special events and activities may
be enjoyed. wwwvisitroswellga.com or 800-776-7935.

Roswell Cultural Arts Center

950 Forrest Street; 770-594-6232

Entertainment ranging from theatrical, musical, and dance
performances to pageants, celebrations, special events,
exhibits and puppet shows.

Roswell Visual Arts Center

10495 Woodstock Road in Roswell Area Park.
Exhibits by area and regional artists and master
workshops highlight the calendar. 770-594-6122.

Art Center West
1355 Woodstock Road - Provides exhibits, sales and
special events featuring works in clay. 770-641-3990.

Georgia Ensemble Theatre

950 Forrest Street; 770-641-1260; www.get.org

Professional theatre located in Roswell Cultural Arts Center,
providing a variety of outstanding performances.

Rosewater Theatre

633 Holcomb Bridge Rd.; 770-640-5500

or www.rosewatertheatre.com

Performances include musicals, comedies, drama and Shakespeare.

Riverside Sounds Concert Series
From May — October the first Saturday of each month.
7:30 P.M. at Riverside Park.

Tasty
Treats,
Culinary
Delights
and Great Shops

Award-winning Restaurants abound
Continental cuisine, down-home cooking, southern BBQ, cozy tea rooms,
ice cream parlors and much more make Roswell a culinary delight.
For a quick bite or a leisurely meal, Roswell is “The Place” to be.
www.visitroswellga.com or 770-640-3253; 800-776-7935.

ShOppillg in Roswell dates back to the mid-1800s when
the Roswell Manufacturing Company opened their commissary
or “general store” to sell tonic, sugar, and most provisions except
liquor ....

Today, Uptown, Downtown, and All Around Town, Roswell is a shopper’s
paradise. Period storefronts of the historic district blend with eclectic
treasures throughout the city. A varied selection of items in a delightful
setting, mixed with friendly service and warm smiling faces, make
shopping in Roswell an experience to remember and share with friends
again and again. Visit the Heart of Roswell/Canton Street Shops, Plum
Tree Village, Oak Street, Historic Town Square and explore the entire city
for great finds at reasonable prices. www.visitroswellga.com

that a house would provide one worker for each room. Thus, a three room
house would mean that a family had three members working at the mill.
Entire families — men, women, children and the elderly — often worked at
the mill, to simply “make ends meet.”

The Civil War: On July 3, 1864, Confederate General Joseph E.
Johnston, retreated south from Kennesaw to pre-constructed
trenches on the Chattahoochee River, known as the “River Line.”
Sherman knew direct assault on these Confederate defenses would
be too costly in human lives, so he sent 4,000 mounted men twelve
miles up river to out-flank the Confederate army. This flanking
column was under the command of Union General Kenner Garrard whose
mission was to capture the covered bridge at Roswell, gaining a crossing
point to threaten the Confederate position down stream. In an attempt to
slow the Union’s advancement to Atlanta, retreating Confederate soldiers
burned the bridge.

Trying to save the mills, an employee of French descent hoisted a French
flag, hoping to claim neutrality, but Union troops found the initials CSA
woven into the fabric. General Garrard sent word to Sherman. .. “one woolen
Jactory, capacity 30,000 yards a month, and has furnished up to within a
few weeks 15,000 yards per month to the rebel government. .. .Capacity of
cotton factory 216 looms, 191,086 yards per month and 51,666 pounds of
thread, and 4229 pounds of cotton rope. This was worked exclusively for
the rebel government. An enraged Sherman ordered the workers arrested
and charged with treason: Arrest all people connected with those factories,

www.visitroswellga.com

Sports & Entertainment
excitement, adventure and fun...

Andretti Indoor Karting and
Games

11000 Alpharetta Hwy.;
770-992-5688 or
www.AndrettiKarting.com
Racing-themed entertainment,
indoor SuperKart racing, and
more. Open daily.

Bicycle Fun

Roswell is a Bicycle Friendly
Community with national bike
races, a children’s bicycle safety
rodeo, 2 Mayor’s Ride and a
weekly 26-mile bike ride.
www.bikeroswell.com

Tournaments & Games

The Roswell Recreation & Parks Department offers sports activities,
games, and tournaments throughout the year.

For specific information call 770-641-3705.

Weddings,
Reunions,
Special

Occasions & Meetlngs

Historic facilities, river views and more provide the perfect settings.
For all the information you need to make your special occasion one
you will remember forever call 800-776-7935; 770-640-3253 or visit
www.isitroswellga.com

J
Roswell Visitors Center

617 Atlanta Street | Roswell, Georgia 30075
770-640-3253 or 800-776-7935;
www.visitroswellga.com

Whether you love history, culture, the peacefulness of the great
outdoors, or the excitement of entertainment, Roswell offers a wide
selection of attractions to see and tours to take. Numerous festivals
and special events are held year-round. Stop at the Roswell Visitors
Center and enjoy a video of the area, exhibits and warm southern
hospitality. Self-guided tour maps, audio tours and an array of
printed materials about the area are available, and friendly staff
will answer questions.

N\ 4

no matter what the clamor, and let them foot it, under guard to Marietta,
whence I will send them by cars to the North ... The poor women will
make a howl. . .

Four hundred mill workers, mostly women and children, were gathered up,
held under guard in the Town Square until they were transported by wagons
to Marietta. On July 15th, they, and women from the mill at Sweetwater
Creek, were marched to the train station and sent by cattlecar to the North
where they were released to fend for themselves. They were never tried for the
crime of treason and some of their fates remain a mystery. 7hey didn't feed
us much of nothing, and then they put us on trains ...and they called us
prisoners. Synthia Stewart Boyd, deported mill worker.

On July 22, the Union army that crossed at Roswell engaged with the
Confederates in the Battle of Atlanta. After the War, families returned to the
area and began to pick up the pieces of their lives. Mills were rebuilt and the
textile industry once again became a strong part of the town’s economy.

From 1880-1883 Georgia would see a significant increase in the number
of mills contributing to its economy. In 1881, the International Cotton
Exposition was held in Atlanta, an event that would be credited for helping
make Georgia the leader in the manufacturing of cotton goods in the South.
Mills would play a significant part in Roswell’s economy until 1975.

Thanks to Michael Hitt and the Roswell Historical Society
for their contribution to this text.



